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…“that every knee should bow and every tongue confess that
JESUS CHRIST IS LORD….”

Then their eyes were
opened and Jesus
disappeared. Can you
imagine their thoughts
and words? They said to
each other,

As Christians, we are living in the
afterglow of Easter. We hear our
pastor say “Christ is risen,” and
we respond “He is risen indeed!
Hallelujah!” I like to refer to the
people after Christ’s resurrection
as “God’s Easter people.” I think of
the Marys, Peter, John, Thomas,
other disciples, Paul, to whom
Christ appeared on the road to
Damascus, and the many early
Christians who were indeed Easter
people.
Two of the first Easter people are
recorded in Luke 24:13ff (read the
whole chapter). It was resurrection
evening. These two disciples were
on the way to Emmaus, talking
about all that had happened. A
stranger walking along joined
them and heard their conversation
and questions about the suffering,
death, and the women’s story
about seeing Jesus alive.
Then the stranger explained to
them the Scriptures, that all this
had to take place and that he would
rise on the third day. It was late
so they invited him to stay for the
night. As he had supper with them,
they recognized him as Jesus, “in
the breaking of the bread.”

“Did not our hearts
burn within us while
He talked to us on the
way, and while He
opened the Scriptures
to us?”
Their hearts were burning
with faith, understanding, and
amazement.
Look at the response that their
“burning hearts” moved them to
do. They immediately went back
to Jerusalem to find the disciples.
Remember, it was night, but that
made no difference. They had to go!
They had to share their experience!
Peter, when challenged not to talk
about Jesus Christ, replied, “We
cannot but speak of what we have
seen and heard.”
Today, in our troubled and
challenging 21st century, we are
God’s Easter people and we have the
same Good News of a Risen Savior
for our world to hear. I pray that the
Holy Spirit would give us burning
hearts as we hear the after-Easter
accounts of the disciples and early
Christians who went everywhere
sharing the Good News.
As JILM supporters you are helping
share this Good News that “Jesus
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is Lord” through our mission
projects.
We praise and thank God for
the special gifts received. One
bequest from a JILM member
will enable us to achieve our goal
of $125,000. That special gift
was received in April and is not
reflected in the March 31 report on
page 2. Join us in giving thanks to
God for this special gift. Consider
JILM as a recipient of a bequest
through your will.
Here at JILM we are thankful for
every gift, great and small, to be a
means by which more people can
receive the Good News, thereby
having assurance of eternal life
with Christ in Heaven. Your
prayers and support are vital for
JILM to continue.
Please look at the wonderful
challenges and opportunities God
has given us through our 2021 –
2022 budget for mission projects
described in this newsletter. Then
let us know you support these
projects by returning the enclosed
project ballot.
God’s peace and blessings,
Wilbern Michalk, President
Jesus Is Lord Mission
512 971 4857
wbchalk61@gmail.com

Proposed JILM Projects, 2021-2022 Fiscal Year: Total $136,000

Togo - CLET
(Center
for Theological
Studies)

$46,000

Students receive support for living expenses, book supply, and health care costs. In addition,
they will be provided partial support for travel at the beginning and conclusion of their
studies. Member churches pay annual dues and each student pays a nominal annual fee to
study at CLET. The annual cost per student varies based upon national origin and family
status. Current costs begin at $6,500 per attendee. Married students are encouraged to come
to CLET with their wives and minor children (1 Tim. 3:5) - their scholarships are increased
accordingly. The estimate is that there will be between 12 and 18 students next year.

LCMS missionaries continue training and mentoring several men as vicar/evangelists. They are also
recruiting candidates for the next generation of pastors, deacons and evangelists in Sri Lanka.
Suitable candidates will be trained in their respective callings. These vicar/evangelists proclaim
Sri Lanka the Gospel in Sri Lanka, reaching out to non-Christians in the Up Country tea and rubber
plantations and in the capital, Colombo. In addition, they assist in existing congregations
Gospel Ministry
or preaching stations under the supervision of the pastors. Currently, the pastors and vicar/
evangelists are entirely dependent upon the LCMS for financial support. This project allows
$12,000
for the continuing provision of modest, $175 per month stipends to these six men as they work
among the unchurched in Sri Lanka.

Dominican
Republic Seminary
Scholarships

$28,000

In the past ten years, mission efforts have planted 50 churches in ten Latin American countries.
As the Lord blesses the planting of churches, there is a need to prepare pastors. Latin American
students have been offered scholarships to study abroad, having no residential seminary in
their respective countries. The Lord has blessed this effort.Even with the enormous progress
being made through current scholarships, the need for additional scholarships to support
seminary students is critical. Even now the new residential seminary in the Dominican
Republic is preparing men throughout the Caribbean, Central, and South America so that the
Gospel might be carried to even more of Latin America.

Castillo Fuerte is dedicated to aiding the communities around our mission sites in Word and deed.
One area is a heavily-trafficked marketplace, known to be particularly dangerous, but is a prime
location for outreach. Each day at the mission is built around improving the education of
Peru the children, who come from families without the resources to provide the education and
Mercy House
(Castillo Fuerte) mentorship the children need. Every day includes chapel services, catechesis and Bible
study. There is a program to address hunger, a serious issue, as well as programs for health
and disaster relief. Approximately 70 children are enrolled, learning not only things they
$56,000
need vocationally, but also they are learning the Scriptures. This outreach provides a valuable
connection to the family for evangelism. Because of this mercy program, several children have
been baptized and have brought their parents to be incorporated into the mission.
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Thrivent Choice Contributors

Individual Donors January - March 2021
Erhart and Anita Bauer
Hubert and Judith Beck
William and Gail Beckmann
David and Joy Belasic
Bob and Elaine Besalski
Paul and Martha Bickel
Charles Birner
Robert and G.P. Blumhardt
Fred and Elaine Boettcher
Paul and Barbara Brink
John and Mary Ann Brown
Carl and Louise Drosche
Charlotte Dubec
Jane Ellwanger
Mildred Fink
Sara Frank
Ralph and Louise Genz
Tracy Gerken
Linda Grant
Gene and Helen Harman
Shirley Henning
Janet Holstein
Paul and Lois Howe
Marvin and Barbara Huggins
Richard and Eileen Izzard
Bill and Emily Johnson
Seth Kalbas
John and Fran Kassouf
Marvin and Peggy Kelm
Vic and Emilie Kilian
Joyce Kuhl
Andrea Laack
Roger and Linda LaRochelle

Benny and Peggy Lemanski
Irvin and Sherin Leschber
Roy and Ann Maack
Robert Maltzahn
Geraldine Mass
Weldon and Jean Mersiovsky
Reg and Judy Meyer
Wilbern and Betty Michalk
Elmo and Frances Miertschin
Jean Minsch
Glenn and Sandra OShoney
John Pace
Richard and Cynthia Pieplow
Gil and Linda Pingel
Joyce Polster
Ted and Mary Predoehl
Robert and Barbara Rauh
Roger Ruff
Dennis and Sandra Schmidt
John and Noreta Schuelke
Karol Selle
Bill and Susan Sliva
Norman and Catherine
Stoppenhagen
Bernie and Doris Symm
Howie and Mary Voelker
Richard and Madge Wagner
Al and Adeline Walther
Erwin and Sharon Wichner
Janell Winkler
Tom Zehnder
Richard and Constance 		
Ziehr

Gifts in Memory January - March 2021
Marie Barth
Val Jean Bethke
Harold Biar
Gerald Birkelbach
Clarence David
John Ellwanger
Bobbie Fischer
Colene Gaeke
Doug Hamm
Lowell Holstein
C. W. Kasper, Jr.
Jim Knuth
Leona Kokel
Ed Lippe

Roger and Moni Neeb
Dee Pace
Randy Rehmann
Harold Rutz
Anna Steele
Bob Studtmann
Linda Towery
Milton Turnipseed
Virginia Undeutsch
Patricia Venzke
Kathleen Welser
Connie Beckham Willis
Jackie Zehnder

October 2020 - March 2021
$2,382 contributed on behalf of these members:
Alva E. Basler
Marilyn I. Brandmire
Mary E. Dobrasko
Harold L. Fleischhauer
Daniel W. Gensch
Edward and Arlene 		
Greenthaner
Mark T. Harms

John Heckmann
Jimmie and Nancy Horton
Bob and Eloise Kuhlmann
Reginald O. Meyer
William E. Meier
Wilbern Michalk
Dalton J. Noack
Jeanette K. Schaefer

Gifts in Honor January - March 2021
Florence Winkler (88th birthday)
Marvin and Peggy Kelm (50th wedding anniversary)
Paul and Martha Bickel (50th wedding anniversary)

Gifts from Organizations and Congregations
January - March 2021
Austin, TX, Our Savior Lutheran Church
Charleston, SC, Blackbaud Giving Fund
Killeen, TX, Grace Lutheran Church
Minneapolis, MN, Steve Wolf Charitable Fund, InFaith
Community Foundation
Walburg, TX, Zion Lutheran Church

Financial Report
January, 2021 - March 31, 2021
Gifts on hand 1/1/2021
Gifts and interest received 1/1-3/31/2021

$ 52,627.12
$ 49,389.46

Project Support 1/1/21-3/31/21
Unpaid commitments:
Dominican Republic
Seminary Scholarships ($13,250)
Peru - Mercy House ($7,250)
South Africa Seminary ($13,000)

$ 77,500.00

Operating expenses
Gifts on hand 3/31/2021

$ 1,305.14
$ 23,211.34

2020-2021 commitments outstanding: $ 33,500.00
Total contributed through 3/31/2021:
$3,265,937.63

Soli Deo Gloria
3

JILM Projects
July 1, 2020 - June 30, 2021
Africa–Togo/CLET
Asia–Sri-Lanka - Vicar and Pastor Stipends
Dominican Republic Seminary Scholarships
Peru - Mercy House
South Africa Seminary

Total:

$46,500
$16,000
$28,250
$17,250
$17,000

$125,000

RETURN SERVICES REQUESTED

2020-2021 Jesus is Lord Mission
Project Goal: $125,000

His Name

Our Mission
Hi

s Gospe
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Proposed 2021-2022 mission projects
totaling $136,000 are described
on page 2.
A ballot for 2021-2022 JILM projects
and Steering Committee members is
included in this newsletter, along with an
envelope for returning your ballot.

Upper right: CLET students lead chapel services. Lower left: Peru Mercy House (Castillo Fuerte)
children and their families are cared for spiritually and physically. Background photo: Vicar/
evangelists travel to bring the Gospel to workers at tea and rubber plantations in Sri Lanka.

