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…“that every knee should bow and every tongue confess that
JESUS CHRIST IS LORD….”

From the Desk of our President
Greetings to our faithful JILM partners and friends in
Jesus Christ:
Has the joy and Good News that filled your heart just
a month ago at Christmas faded? The shepherds,
Simeon and Anna, and the wise men all went back
to their routines. I wonder what their lives were like
a month, a year, or more after seeing their Savior.
Scripture says that the shepherds and Anna shared
the Good News. What about the wise men?
Through JILM we are able to take that Good News
world-wide so more people can know Jesus Christ as
their Savior. Thanks to your generous support and
God’s help, we are able to make this happen. The
treasurer’s report on page 7 shows our progress.
Soon we will receive from LCMS the proposed
projects for 2020-2021. Pray for the Steering
Committee as we prayerfully consider those new
projects.
We say a big “THANK YOU” to our volunteers who
meet twice monthly to process and acknowledge gifts
and mail the quarterly newsletter. If you live in the
Austin-Georgetown area and can join us for these
tasks, please let us know. Those who perform this
wonderful service have formed lasting friendships as
they serve the Lord.
God bless you in this new year 2020 and as you
spread the “Good News” through JILM and right
where you live, work, play, and attend church.
Remember, we are available to share the story of
JILM with your congregation for preaching or Bible
Class, or for a presentation to your organization.
God’s peace and blessing,
Wilbern Michalk,
President – JILM
512-971-4857
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Servant Hearts
Jesus is Lord Mission is happy to extend long-overdue
thanks to one of the people vital to the success of our
organization. Larry Noack lives in Nebraska, where
he and his wife, Bonnie, are active volunteers in civic
and Lutheran church affairs. They are also known as
outstanding alumni at Concordia University Nebraska.
For many years, Larry has served as webmaster for
JILM -- a true labor of love. It is difficult to do such
a task when you are dependent on information and
material to be sent
by others who are
geographically
distant. Developing
and maintaining our
website has required
countless hours of
Larry’s time, using
expertise that most
people do not have.
He has done all
of this behind the
scenes with little or
no recognition.
Bonnie and Larry Noack
Over the years, Larry has worked diligently to provide
information needed by our members to expand the
mission. In 2017, Larry produced a wonderful DVD
telling the JILM story. It was distributed to numerous
members and churches, and has been available on
the website for use in promoting our mission projects
and in seeking new members. It was Larry who took
a simple slide show about Christ’s Care for ChildrenKenya and transformed it into a touching video, also
found on JILM’s website (www.jilmission.org).
Larry will turn over his webmaster duties to another
volunteer at the end of February. We would be remiss
in not publicly thanking him and also Bonnie, who
has aided and supported Larry for these many years.
We know they will continue to serve God in many
capacities, including membership in JILM.
May God continue to bless you, Larry and Bonnie.

Music in Sri Lanka:
a means for the
proclamation of God’s Word
in Christ.
Vanderhyde notes that music allows the words to
be experienced a way that speaking only does not
naturally communicate. When words are wed with
music, language and melody proclaim together.

In the Winter 2020 issue of Lutherans Engage the
World, writer Dr. Kevin Armbrust documents the
activities of Vicar Benjamin Vanderhyde as he teaches
music to Sri Lankan people as a means of sharing the
Gospel.

Young people in Sri Lanka are excited about learning
southern India’s Carnatic music, since it is part
of their history. Many may associate the sound of
Indian music with Hinduism. But Vanderhyde wants
to teach music as a means for the proclamation of
God’s Word in Christ. “If we could teach music well,
we can feed them with God’s Word as we teach them
music,” said Vanderhyde.

In the JILM November 2019 newsletter Vanderhyde
was introduced as a new missionary in Sri Lanka,
serving a two-year vicarage there. Vanderhyde and
his supervisor, Rev. Steven Mahlburg, work with the
evangelists supported by JILM in their mission efforts
in addition to working with a local congregation in
Colombo.

One of the sites where Vanderhyde teaches is
Nuwara Eliya, in the midst of the tea plantations in
the highlands of south-central Sri Lanka. He teaches
music basic theory as well as how to sing some
fundamental intervals. In his free time he is learning
Tamil and composing tunes using Carnatic theory.
His focus is setting Scripture to Carnatic music so
that the people of God can sing the Word of God.

Vanderhyde’s vicarage placement in Sri Lanka was a
result of his musical training and his desire to teach.
Many of his responsibilities are the same as most
vicars. He preaches regularly, teaches Bible studies
and leads Sunday school. In addition, he is teaching
music to the people of the Ceylon Evangelical
Lutheran Church (CELC), the Synod’s partner church
in Sri Lanka, which consists of 15 congregations and
preaching stations.

Rev. P. Gnanakumar, a CELC pastor who serves in
several locations in Sri Lanka, says, “We are learning
church music. . . . This is very beneficial for the
CELC. We have the liturgy and the hymnal, but Ben
is teaching us what church music is and how to sing
it correctly.”

Dr. Armbrust says, “The people of the CELC love to
sing. They have a hymnal they use regularly, which
is similar to The Lutheran Hymnal. Yet music is
something people continue to want and need to
learn. Though some of the hymns inherited from the
India Evangelical Lutheran Church were written in
Tamil, much of the music used by the CELC is not
reflective of their culture or heritage. Instead, the
majority of the settings are western with translated
texts. Christian missionaries brought their religion to
this officially Buddhist country, and many still see the
church and the Christian faith as western.

Vanderhyde is focusing on vocal music. Although
he uses a keyboard to teach, his desire is for people
to love to sing the words of Scripture even when
an instrument is unavailable. The hope is that
Vanderhyde will help train future church musicians
so that the church will have musicians for years to
come.

Music is one way to express the reality that Jesus is
for all people. The church sings the Word of God, even
as she confesses and trusts in His promises.”

Regardless of a tune’s origin, Vanderhyde says, “Let’s
just sing God’s Word.”
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Right: Ben Vanderhyde and
Sebastian, an evangelist
in the CELC, sing and play
together during music class
in Yatlyanthota.

Left: Music students,
some from the
nearby Lutheran
congregation in
Eila, laugh during
a music lesson in
Yatlyanthota.

Right: Rev. P.
Gnanakumar,
a pastor in the
Ceylon Evangelical
Lutheran church,
prays after a
music lesson in
Hatton.
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Thrivent Choice Contributors

Congregation and Organization Donors

Thrivent Choice contributed a total of $266
to JILM on behalf of these members from
October - December 2019
Mike Best
Edmund P. Frank
Edward Greenthaner

Austin, TX, Our Savior Lutheran Church
Austin, TX, Redeeming Grace Lutheran Church
Faribault, MN, Trinity Lutheran Church
Georgetown, TX, Helping Hands,
Faith Lutheran Church
Grafton, WI, St. Paul Lutheran Church
Granbury, TX, Our Savior Lutheran LWML
Killeen, TX, Grace Lutheran Church
Walburg, TX, Zion Lutheran Church

Nancy L. Horton
William Sliva

Gifts in Memory
Betty Busse
Anita Carter
Evelyn Frosch
Lowell Holstein
Monroe and Helen 		
Karcher
Eric Kirkland
Mother of Anne Kieschnick
Harry Marsh
Ray Martens
Orville Mueller
Roger and Moni Neeb

LaVerna Ramming
Leonard Ristow
Dolores Ross
Albert Lee Schudde
Toshio Shoji
Ann Singleton
Elizabeth Carolyn Smith
Gene Snow
Lucille Stahlke
Nelson Talkmitt
Henry and Ann Weidler
Ray Wendland

JILM member purchases this quarter receiving
Amazon Smile dollars:
52
Cumulative total Amazon Smile dollars
allocated to JILM to date:
$126.89
Designate JILM to receive 0.5% of each order
amount. It costs you nothing!
Sign up at smile.amazon.com,
then bookmark this easy link to give to
JILM each time you shop:

Gifts in Honor

https://smile.amazon.com/ch/14-1860916

Bob and Joanne Allen (thanksgiving for blessings,
their health, family, and their 65th wedding 		
anniversary)
Bettie Horn Bendewald (birthday)
Lou Boemer (90th birthday)
Wilbern and Betty Michalk (58th anniversary)
Dalton and Deanne Noack
(by their granddaughter, in honor of their mission
work around the world)
Alber and Adeline Walther (anniversary)

Thanks for your support!

Contact JILM:
PO Box 11
Walburg, TX 78673

Several gifts were given in thanksgiving for these 		
volunteers for their service to JILM:
Joyce and Mike Best
John and Mary Ann Brown
All JILM Volunteers

www.jilmission.org
email: jilmission@gmail.com
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Individual Donors October - December 2019
Bob and Joanne Allen
Sallie Anderson-Gerharter
Woodie and Margie Arp
Charles and Elva Baldwin
Alva Basler
William and Gail Beckmann
Bettie Horn Bendewald
Donald and Judy Berg
Mike and Joyce Best
Paul and Joan Biegner
Stanley and Audrey Bielss
Paul and Carol Biesemeier
Charles Birner
Robert and G.P. Blumhardt
Alvin Boehlke
Deborah Brammer
Donald Brosz
John and Mary Ann Brown
Leon and Carol Buck
John and Yvonne Buerfeind
Al and Dru Buuck
Patrick and Connie Cuming
Delmar and Lil Deterling
Laura Dinda
Duane and Monica Ehrhardt
John and Elva Ellermann
John Fibelkorn
Mildred Fink
Harold and Jean Fleischhauer
Mary Lee Florschuetz
Edmund and Margarat Frank
Sara Frank
Leland and Jeanette Frese
Carroll and Carolyn Fuchs
Daniel and Jan Gensch
Linda Grant
Ronald and Merle Gustafson

Daniel and Lois Haertling
Anna Harms
Joyce Heckmann
Shirley Henning
James and Gratia Hinman
Raymond and Viola Hobratsch
Janet Holstein
Al and Priscilla Holz
Paul and Lois Howe
Marvin and Barbara Huggins
Bill and Emily Johnson
Marvin and Peggy Kelm
Victor and Emilie Kilian
Herbert and Jeanette Kluck
Glen and Wanda Kollmeyer
Carol Kreyling
Joyce Kuhl
Andrea Laack
Beth Lauterbach
Milton and Betty Liese
Jean Linderman
Mike and Pixie Linebrink
Margie Loomans
Rodney and Vera Loose
David and Marcia Luecke
Al Luehmann
Roy and Ann Maack
Deborah Madigan
Robert Maltzahn
Harry and Gladys Marburger
Jane Martens
Geralding Mass
William and Judy Meier
Weldon and Jean Mersiovsky
Wilbern and Betty Michalk
Shirley Miller
Don and Monie Muchow

Vicki Neeb
Mary Neubacher
Dalton and Deanne Noack
Hubert and Lorraine O’Neal
Glenn and Sandra OShoney
William and Paula Otto
Scott and Beth Otto
Richard and Cynthia Pieplow
Larry and Joyce Piper
Bernie and Evelyn Raabe
Thomas Raabe
Benjamin and Lois Rathgeber
Marilyn Rehley
Joan Riemer
Edna Ritter
Alex and Brandy Rivera
William and Trish Rogge
Lois Schelp
Karl and Shirley Schmidt
David and Darlene Schneider
Dell and Judy Schomburg
Janet Schudde
Karol Selle
Al and Ruth Senske
Florence Snow
Ella Sohns
Charlotte Stautzenberger
Bernie and Doris Symm
Mason and Jean Townsend
Fred and Chris Tscheulin
Howard and Mary Voelker
Richard and Madge Wagner
Alber and Adeline Walther
Ronald and Jean Weidler
James and Cheryl Werner
Kayla Werner

Special Gifts
In December, William and Paula Otto and their
son and daughter-in-law, Scott and Beth Otto,
celebrated the birth of the Christ-child in a beautiful
way.

Rev. Dan and Lois Haertling sent this note:
“In appreciation for all our Lord Jesus did for
our salvation and all you do to help spread the
Gospel of Jesus, we enclose a check as a special
Christmas gift.”

Instead of exchanging gifts among themselves, they
gave a special Christmas gift to JILM to support
projects around the world. Their gift of sharing
Christ is a manifestation of the true meaning of
Christmas.

We appreciate all of the special notes from
our members that make their gifts especially
meaningful.
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From the January newsletter of
Christ’s Care for Children: Kenya/Project 24
“This annual event was a time for the students to see
one another again, have some time of fellowship,
and also be taught by our partner ELCK pastors
within the six dioceses. The topics taught included:
youth in a contemporary world, the importance
of prayer, youth and sexuality, and career
choices. The 109 children who were able to
participate learned a lot of new things. As
they continue to grow in their education, the
ELCK has made it a priority for the students
to continue to learn about the Lutheran faith.
What a great opportunity for them to come
together and learn more about the church that
is supporting them.”

Beyond 24 Bible Camp
In December students who were to enter secondary
school in January joined existing secondary students
at Lenkishon for a two-day fun event.

Left: Leaders at the annual Project 24 conference
with students and ELCK pastors.
Below: Students take notes as one of the pastors
teaches about the importance of prayer.

Pre-College Lutheran Academy: New
Program for Project 24 Students
Last year was the first year to see graduates
from the high school. “Our partner church, the
ELCK, saw a need for these high school students
to continue with their Bible studies before
entering college in the fall. It was proposed
that their very own seminary in western Kenya,
Neema Lutheran College, offer a four-month
Bible program for these students. From January
through April, the students will engage in
courses that include introduction to the Bible,
Luther’s Small Catechism, and Lutheran
Worship as well as others.

This is a wonderful time for the students to
learn more about the Lutheran doctrine and be
encouraged in their own walk with God. We hope
that with this exposure to the seminary, a few of
the students may continue on and become church
workers, whether it be through the seminary
program or the deaconess program. Please continue
to keep this new program in your prayers as we hope
that this will continue to grow God’s church here in
Kenya.”
Left: The library at Neema Lutheran College where the
students will be studying.
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Financial Report

October 1 - December 31, 2019

In December, JILM received a
note of thanks from Shara

Gifts on hand 9/30/2019
Gifts and interest received
10/1/2019-12/31/2019 		
Project support

Osiro, LCMS missionary in
Kenya:
Dear Friends in Christ,

$31,430.75
32,827.26
47,000.00

Africa - Togo/CLET (paid)
$ 47,000
Africa - Christ’s Care for
Children: Kenya
$ 28,000
Asia - India Church
Planters/Vicars
$ 31,000
Asia - Sri Lanka Vicars
$ 20,000
Romania - Alliance Missionary
to Romania and Italy
$12,000
Russia - Alliance Missionary for
Russian-speaking Theological
Education		
$12,000

On behalf of our LCMS East Africa field office
and the Evangelical Lutheran Church of Kenya,
we would like to thank you for continued
support of Project 24 and Christ’s Care for
Children: Kenya sponsorship program. Both of
these programs continue to grow and thrive as
we currently have 260 students in the program.
It has been a great year with two successful
catechetical club competitions. We look forward
to opening a new boarding facility next year.

Operating expenses			

1,240.28

Gifts on hand 12/31/2019

We thank you again for your prayers and
support. We continue to pray God’s blessings to
you and your family.

$16,017.73

Total contributed through December 31, 2019:
$3,073,390.62

Blessings,
Shara Osiro -- Missionary in Kenya

Soli Deo Gloria

Shara Osiro serves the Lord in Eastern and Southern
Africa, based in Kenya. As the LCMS communication
specialist for that region, she helps to share the story
of what God is doing through LCMS personnel and
partner churches in that part of Africa. Shara helps
to generate relevant media from the Africa field to
be used by LCMS missionaries, the LCMS Office of
International Mission, LCMS Mission Advancement,
the LCMS Communications Department and partner
churches. Another facet of her work is taking
photographs and putting together videos of the
mission work in her area.

JILM Administrative Staff
Newsletter Editorial Staff
Joyce Best			
John Brown			
		
Ambassador at Large
Dalton Noack

Dalton Noack
Glenn OShoney

Volunteer Coordinators/Office Managers
John and Mary Ann Brown
Website Manager
Larry Noack

Shara was born in the West Indies. She has previously
served on short-term mission trips to Uganda,
Rwanda, Mexico and Peru. She also served with the
LCMS for two years in South Africa. Her husband
Michael is Kenyan and works as a software engineer.

Gift Processing Team
Sona Holmstrom, Betty Liese
Steering Committee
Rev. Wilbern Michalk, President
Joyce Best, Secretary and
Newsletter Editor
Alber Walther, Treasurer
Bettie Bendewald, Member at Large
Barbara Bielss, Member at Large
Mary Ann Brown, Member at Large

To sponsor a child or get more details
about the sponsorship program, contact
Jennifer Hummel at jennifer.hummel@
lcms.org or 800-248-1930, ext. 1326.
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JILM Projects
July 1, 2019 - June 30, 2020
Africa–Togo/CLET
Africa–Kenya: Christ’s Care for Children
Asia–India Church Planters/Vicars
Asia–Sri-Lanka: Vicar and Pastor Stipends
Romania-Alliance Missionary to Romania
and Italy
Russia–Alliance Missionary for Russianspeaking Theological Education

Total:

Participants in the
December Bible
camp at Project
24: Lenkishon. 109
secondary school
students met with
clergy and other
teachers for two days
of fellowship and
religious education.

$47,000
$28,000
$31,000
$20,000

RETURN SERVICES REQUESTED

$12,000
$12,000

$150,000

2019-2020 Jesus is Lord Mission
Project Goal: $150,000

