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…“that every knee should bow and every tongue confess that
JESUS CHRIST IS LORD….”

Dear faithful supporters of JILM:
The Apostle Paul wrote to the Christians
at Philippi: “I thank my God every time I
remember you.” That is my thought and
feeling as I see the continued faithfulness of
our many JILM supporters as you enable us to
continue the work of spreading “Jesus
Christ as Lord and Savior” through
the projects we have adopted
and you have approved
for this fiscal year. Even
during the difficult time
because of the pandemic,
the generous gifts keep
coming in to support this
part of the Lord’s work.
Thank You! God bless you!
One interesting and new
project is the one in Peru.
You will note in our financial
report that $10,000 of the $17,500
designated for the Peru project has been
requested by Synod and was recently sent.
Through the children, family members can
be touched with the saving message of Jesus’
love for the children and their families.
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In a previous issue we showed presentations of
a JILM logo made of old barn wood. (See photo
on page 6.) If your congregation would like one
of these to display and encourage support, we
are happy to provide one. The offer also includes
an opportunity to share the message of JILM
through a Bible Class or presentation during a
worship service. Just give me a call
so we can make arrangements.
Our recent observance of
the Reformation focuses
on God’s saving grace,
His sacred Word, and
the
Spirit’s
saving
faith in our hearts.
May these encourage,
sustain, and lift our
spirits to continue to let
our light shine so more
people around us and in
far-away places may come
to know the love of Jesus Christ.
God’s peace and blessing to you,
Rev. Wilbern Michalk
President, JILM Steering Committee

So then, just as you received Christ Jesus as Lord, continue to live your
lives in him, rooted and built up in him, strengthened in the faith as you
were taught, and overflowing with thankfulness.
– Colossians 2:6-7

Annual report to JILM
from CLET

Two additional CLET institutions have been
opened in Congo-Brazzaville and Gueckedou,
Guinea. There is no longer a need to send all
students of the member churches to Togo. This
will reduce security risks and visa challenges and
costs for foreign students. It also will allow greater
access to Lutheran theological training to potential
students in far western and central Africa.

Prepared by LCMS mssionaries John Wolf, with
assistance from Rev. Jacob Gaugert, Rev. Micah
Wildauer, and Shara Osiro
Greetings in the Name of our Lord and Savior,
Jesus Christ! We are grateful for the prayers and
support provided by Jesus Is Lord Mission over the
last year. The events of the last few months have
challenged the church, communities, economy, and
societies in Africa. But just as much, this has been an
opportunity of great blessing and sharing of God’s Word.

March saw the arrival of the coronavirus to
Togo. The response by many countries was to
implement restrictions on travel and gatherings.
Although many precautions were taken when
the coronavirus arrived in Togo, government
constraints led to the CLET closing its operations
and sending students home. Although our
missionaries were able to repatriate to the US, some
foreign students were unable to return to their
passport countries and remained at the CLET.

Thank you for your continued support for the
CLET for the 2019-2020 academic year. The year
began quite normally, but ended quite differently
because of the effects and restrictions of the
coronavirus phenomenon. But even through this the
Hand of the Lord has been at work to continue to
share the Gospel.

For those who remained, the seminary
stocked up on food staples and supplies. The eight
students in their final year of instruction continued
independent study to prepare for their final oral
examinations. Faculty members were able to help
students continue their coursework through reading
assignments and remote learning. Near the end of
June, government restraints lightened and allowed
the CLET to resume classes with appropriate
precautions. Although coronavirus was present in
the city of Dapaong and near the seminary, we are
grateful none of the students, faculty, or families
contracted the disease.

Over 350 people have benefited through the gift
provided by JILM, including students, faculty, their
families, and the congregation that meets weekly
at the CLET. This may seem small, but it becomes
significant when considering that the students at
the CLET have come from eight different countries
in west and central Africa. Within this area, over
500 different languages are spoken. Although a
common language, French is only used by roughly
30 percent of the over 186 million people in this
area. Each year, students at the CLET not only gain
theological knowledge, but improve their skills in the
French language to better make use of theological
and educational material. These students are able to
return to their native homes, many where traditional
and false religions and ethnic situations hold people
captive in fear. Sharing the news of salvation through
Christ brings peace and comfort.

For our LCMS missionaries this has been a year
of many changes. With the change of the CLET in
Togo to local support and the continued growth of
the sister CLET programs, the need for our LCMS
missionaries is shifting elsewhere.
Rev. Jacob Gaugert expects by the end of 2020
to relocate to the Republic of Congo-Brazzaville to
help the CLET Congo (or CLETCO) located there
continue to mature and grow.

Thirteen students were enrolled at the CLET
during the 2019-2020 academic year, hailing from
Cote d’Ivoire, Democratic Republic of Congo, Guinea,
and Togo. Eight students will graduate in early
September and return to their passport countries to
serve as vicars within their home church. Depending
on the requirements of the national church the
vicarage phase can take 1-5 years before pastoral
ordination.

The Wildauer family also has a change of venue.
Having completed five years of service in Togo,
they will now use this experience to continue their
missionary service in the Latin America region,
specifically Belize. (See related article on page 7.)
(continued on page 4)
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Sri Lanka
Vicars Update

Mission efforts in Sri Lanka continue to
be deeply affected by the COVID-19 virus.
Monthly meetings of the vicars with their
supervising pastors were curtailed during a
two-month lock-down in Sri Lanka. It is hoped
these meetings will restart in the near future.

Above, Brother Anton and his
wife, Jacintha, with their new
daughter, Alisha.

The lock-down caused the airport to be
closed, which had a devastating effect on
tourism and exports. To address the resulting
hardships on the Sri Lankan people, the five
vicars organized and distributed food to over
300 families. Each family received a month’s
food supplies, made possible through a grant
from the LCMS.
Brother Arulpregash regularly visits a tea
plantation in Paththana where he conducts
services, teaches Bible studies, makes visits to
members, and reaches out to the unchurched.
These people meet in a member’s home.

Upper right: Brother Raja with Rev. Arulchelvam distributing food packages. Center:
Brother Sebastian at the confirmation of several people at a new mission station at the
Deglass rubber estate. Lowest photo: In November 2019, Dr. Karsten led all the pastors and
evangelists in a conference on the Holy Spirit and hymnody.

Brother Sebastian
serves the people of
Eila Lutheran Church.
In addition to this
congregation, he began
work on the Deglass
rubber estate where
he discovered a group
of Christians who had
no pastor. Working
with Rev. Devanesan,
they catechized this
group who were then
confirmed in the
Lutheran faith.

Brother Raja serves two mission stations by conducting services, teaching Bible studies, making visits to
members, and reaching out to the unchurched. The congregation in Nanuoya meets in a small church building.
In Boragas, they meet in a member’s home.
Just before the lock-down in Sri Lanka, Brother Anton and his wife, Jacintha, welcomed their first child, a
daughter, Alisha. Brother Anton serves the people in Kandaploa. This congregation meets in a member’s home.
Brother Muthukumar faithfully conducts services, teaches Bible studies, visits members, and reaches out
to the unchurched. In August, 2019, he was in charge of a successful youth conference. His congregation also
meets in a member’s home.
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Thrivent Choice Contributors

JILM Administrative Staff
Newsletter Editorial Staff
Joyce Best
John Brown

Thrivent Choice contributed a total of $353
to JILM on behalf of these members from
July - September 2020

Dalton Noack
Glenn OShoney

Ambassador at Large
Dalton Noack

Al Basler
Joyce Best
Harold L. Fleischhauer
Edmund P. Frank
Ed and Arlene Greenthaner
Bill and Susan Sliva

Volunteer Coordinators/Office Managers
John and Mary Ann Brown
Gift Processing Team
Sona Holmstrom, Betty Liese
Steering Committee
Rev. Wilbern Michalk, President
Rev. Paul Howe, Vice President
Joyce Best, Secretary and
Newsletter Editor, Website Manager
Alber Walther, Treasurer
Bettie Bendewald, Member at Large
Mary Ann Brown, Member at Large

Gifts in Honor
Bettie Horn Bendewald
Milton and Betty Liese (50th wedding anniversary)
Jon and Ruth Oelrich (50th wedding anniversary)
Eudoris Shreve (95th birthday)

Contact JILM:
PO Box 11
Walburg, TX 78673

www.jilmission.org
email: jilmission@gmail.com
Financial Report
July 1, 2020 - September 30, 2020

CLET Report
(continued from page 3 )

Gifts on hand 7/1/2020
Gifts and interest received

Earlier in the year the McDermott family also
completed their missionary service and returned to
Wisconsin to continue serving the Lord.

Project support 7/1-9/30/20
Amount committed:

Africa - Togo/CLET
Asia - Sri Lanka Vicars
Dominican Republic
Seminary Scholarships
Peru - Mercy House
($10,000 paid 9/30/20)
South Africa Seminary

Although this is a sad moment as missionaries
depart from Togo, we are grateful for the influcence
of the CLET to create sister institutes to continue to
form pastors who can share the Gospel within the far
reaches of French-speaking west Africa. However,
our missionary connection to the CLET at Togo is
not lost as Rev. Gaugert and other missionaries still
plan to visit for intensive course instruction and
encouragement as we continue to walk alongside
the CLET. Thank you for the continued prayers and
support of Jesus is Lord Mission Society to equip men
to become pastors and share the Gospel with so many
in need in this part of western Africa.

$ 11,973.46
36,226.14
10,000.00

$ 46,500
$ 16,000
$ 28,250
$ 17,250
$ 17,000

Operating expenses
Gifts on hand 9/30/2020

714.46
$37,485.14

Total contributed through 8/31/2020:
$3,180,468.86

Soli Deo Gloria

(See more about CLET on page 6)
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Individual Donors July - September 2020
Robert and Joanne Allen
Dwight Arldt
Gregory Arldt
Herman and Beverly Arldt
Al Basler
Hugh and Judith Beck
John Beck
William and Gail Beckmann
Dewyth and Esther Beltz
Don and Judy Berg
Mike and Joyce Best
Charles Birner
Robert and G.P. Blumhardt
Estate of Alvin Boehlke
Fred and Elaine Boettcher
John and Mary Ann Brown
Eugene and Diane Buchhorn
Bob and Susan Crone
Laura Dinda
Gil and Linda Duchow
Betty Dueker
Duane and Monica Ehrhardt
Elva Ellermann
Sara Frank
Leland and Jeanette Frese
Carroll and Carolyn Fuchs
Ralph and Louise Genz
Linda Grant
Gene and Helen Harman
Anna Harms

Joyce Heckmann
Shirley Henning
Al and Priscilla Holz
Marvin and Barbara Huggins
Richard and Eileen Izzard
Bill and Emily Johnson
John and Lois Kalbas
Marvin and Peggy Kelm
Vic and Emilie Kilian
Gordon and Joanne Kloehn
Herbert Kluck
Carol Kreyling
Joyce Kuhl
Bob and Eloise Kuhlmann
Roger and Linda LaRochelle
Beth Lauterbach
Bennie and Peggy Lemanski
Milton and Betty Liese
David and Joan Likeness
Robert Maltzahn
Geraldine Mass
Weldon and Jean Mersiovsky
David and Vivian Meyer
Wilbern and Betty Michalk
Jean Minsch
Don and Monie Muchow
Clara Mueller
Richard and Paula Noack
Hubert and Lorraine O’Neal
Glenn and Sandra OShoney

Congregation and
Organization Donors

Gifts in Memory

Austin, TX, Our Savior Lutheran Church
Austin, TX, Dorcas, Redeemer Lutheran Church
Columbus, GA, LWML, Lutheran Church of the
Redeemer
Gatesville, TX, St. Paul Lutheran Church
Georgetown, TX, Helping Hands, Faith Lutheran
Church
Killeen, TX, Grace Lutheran Church
Walburg, TX, Zion Lutheran Church

Pete and Gloria Petersen
Karl and Marg Petzke
Richard and Cynthia Pieplow
Joyce Polster
Ben and Lois Rathgeber
Otto Reinbacher
Jarold Rux
Jeanetter Schaefer
Karl and Shirley Schmidt
Dennis and Sandra Schmidt
Alice Schneider
Stephen Scholz
John and Noreta Schuelke
Gus and Diane Schumann
Karol Selle
Al and Ruth Senske
Ella Sohns
Will and Lena Sohns
Charlotte Stautzenberger
John and Joan Suelflow
Bernie and Doris Symm
Fred and Chris Tscheulin
Milton and Peggy Turnipseed
Howard and Mary Voelker
Richard and Madge Wagner
Alber and Adeline Walther
Robert and Thea Weber
Ron and Jean Weidler
Erwin and Sharon Wichner
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Bob Akins
Fred Arldt
Milton Arldt
Mary Brosch
Jack Brown
Mickey Drews
Duane Dybdahl
Cheryl Barnes Fritsche
Mrs. Jerry Gnadt
Verna Mae Herzog
Nannie Johnson

Otto Kunze
Archie Malcom
Darlene Kelm Mertink
Orv Mueller
Dee Pace
Rusty Parker
George Schumann
Peter Steinke
Sam Winkler
Harry Woelfel
Mel Zoch

CLET students, faculty and families participate in a processional.

A Note of Thanks from a
CLET Student
“I am Dekpassi Firmin from Cote
d’Ivoire, a student in the Novitiate
program at the Lutheran Center for
Theological Studies in Dapaong. I am
married and the father of four children.
I only completed second grade,
then left school to work in my dad’s
fields. During the Ivorian crisis, I fled
the war to take refuge in Liberia, where
I worked as a project facilitator with
an NGO. When that project ended,
I returned to my country and then
started to attend church. That is how
I was chosen by my church to go to
theological studies in Togo.
The Pastoral Education project
of the Lutheran Center allowed me
to learn the best practices and model
behaviors to follow in order to be
successful in the ministry that will be
entrusted to us as a Christian family
and church leader. I have improved my
level of expression in French a lot and
I read the texts better now than before,
thanks to the theological teachings
received. I sincerely thank the donors
and all the partners who have given me
this privilege to study theology through
the Pastoral Education project.”
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Micah Wildauer family (article on page 7)

Castillo Fuerte, a Lutheran
mercy house in La Victoria,
Peru, normally provides
lunch and an after-school
program, with Bible lessons,
crafts, games, and homework
assistance for neighborhood
children. This program is
important, as parents often
work from early morning to
late at night, just to provide
for their children.
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In July, volunteers Christa
Wesley and Libna Destin
from Martin Luther Chapel
in Pennsauken, New Jersey,
traveled to Peru. Their goal
was to enhance the normal
routine of the children
with a week-long music
camp. During the camp the
children had opportunity to
experiment with, practice and learn to play rhythm instruments, handbells
and recorders, brought by the volunteers.
(continued on page 7)

JILM LOGO - As mentioned on page 1, if
your congregaton would like one of the logos,
please contact Wilbern Michalk at 512 971
4857, wbchalk61@gmail.com.
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Castillo Fuerte (continued from page 6)
After the week of practice, the
children demonstrated what they
learned by accompanying hymns
during the Divine Service. Parents,
some of whom did not attend the
church, were present with their
children for the Saturday evening
service, and shared in the potluck
meal that followed.
One young boy with a particular
interest in learning the recorder could
be heard practicing “Joyful, Joyful,
We Adore Thee” until late into the
night, all week long. We pray that
joyful practice and desire to provide
music for worship will continue, and
we thank God for the opportunity
provided by Christa and Libna, for
these little ones.
Article provided by Jana Inglehart,
Regional Communication Specialist for
the Latin America and Caribbean region,
based in the Dominican Republic.

Pray for:

• The inhabitants of West
Africa as they face a famine
due to country closures and
displacement due to regional
terrorist groups

• Rev. Jacob Gaugert, Rev. Gary
and Nurse Steph Schulte who
will remain in Francophone
Africa living in Brazzaville,
Congo
• The Wildauer family as they
prepare for Spanish learning
and transition to a new field
of service in Belize, and for
their continued health.

Give thanks for:

• The successful completion
of the academic year in
Dapaong

• The freedom of the Gospel
as it is proclaimed in many
languages.

Rev. Micah Wildauer and his family have departed from Togo and are
preparing for a new assignment in Belize. In his most recent newsletter,
Rev. Wildauer gave a thought-provoking description of life as a
missionary, and also summaried the progress at CLET during his tenure:
I am writing to you from the
shores of Lomé, Togo as I watch the
waves crash into a rock barrier a little
off the coast and then gently roll onto
the shore. The biblical verses are
echoing in my head, “I have prescribed
limits for it…and said, ‘Thus far shall
you come, and no farther’” (Job
38:10-11). The waves roll in, foam,
leave their mark, and their memory
is no more. How apt this is for the
work of many missionaries. There are
the great missionaries known by the
Church through the ages who have
gone into all the world beginning with
the Apostles. But so many more are
unknown. As for the missionaries
themselves, many will never know
their full impact while they labored in
the vineyard of the Lord. Saint Paul is
right: “I planted, Apollos watered, but
God gave the growth.” Thus, it remains
the Lord’s work.
The mission in Togo was never
ours to begin with. As a theological
educator - a pastor teaching men to be
pastors - I was blessed to build upon
the work of previous missionaries. The
Lord had already provided the growth
in young church bodies throughout
Francophone Africa. This upsets the
enemy who is constantly trying to
trample newly cast seeds, sow the
weeds of discord and doubt, and
bring about worldly worry and wealth
in hopes of choking out the Gospel.
Right now, the enemy is doing this by
raising up jihadists throughout West
Africa, namely in Burkina Faso to the
north of Dapaong, Togo. Our presence
as westerners and missionaries gave
reason for us to move. This was done
in agreement with the local church
body, the Lutheran Church of Togo,
who was also concerned for their
wellbeing and that of their members.
Therefore, I urge you to pray for
fellow Christians in West Africa whom
you have not yet met. For example,
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we have Lutheran congregations still
being planted in Burkina Faso by
faithful pastors trained at the CLET
in Dapaong. They understand well
the call: Witness Always! Pray for
their faithful confession and that the
Church will endure in that region. The
good news is that Christ already has
the victory and the devil cannot win.
Five years might not seem like a
long time, but as I close my time in
Dapaong, Togo, I’d like you to consider
the following summary. Our time
in Togo covered five academic years
(2015-2020) and was accomplished
with fellow LCMS missionaries.
During this time, our mission work
assisted in the pastoral formation of
49 students at the Center in Dapaong.
We were privileged to witness the
ordination of 11 men into the Office of
the Holy Ministry and six candidates
will be ordained within the coming
year. I had the honor of training 20
men in distance education courses
in Cote d’Ivoire. Though not every
student completed the three-year
program, many received enough
teaching that they will be better
equipped as deacons and catechists
in their home church. Also worthy
of note are the many wives who have
furthered their education through
the on-site ladies’ school. Through
global efforts, we have also been able
to establish two daughter institutes
in Brazzaville, Republic of the Congo
and Gueckedou, Guinea-Conakry. We
have been pleased to serve 12 unique
Lutheran Church bodies located in
eight countries. We thank the Lord
for the work that the Holy Spirit is
accomplishing among our growing
Confessional Lutheran churches
throughout Francophone Africa.
Our prayer continues to be for the
preaching of the Gospel and the right
administration of the Sacraments
which create and sustain their faith
and that of the generations yet to come
(Psalm 102:18).

JILM Projects
July 1, 2020 - June 30, 2021
Africa–Togo/CLET
Asia–Sri-Lanka - Vicar and Pastor Stipends
Dominican Republic Seminary Scholarships
Peru - Mercy House
South Africa Seminary

Total:

Our Mission
s Gospe

$125,000

RETURN SERVICES REQUESTED

2020-2021 Jesus is Lord Mission
Project Goal: $125,000

His Name

Hi

$46,500
$16,000
$28,250
$17,250
$17,000
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The CLET family, 2019-2020 academic
year. Even through pandemic conditions,
the Hand of the Lord has been at work
to continue the work to share the
Gospel.

